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Yopy of a Memorial and Petition of the So- | 
ciety of Friends, to the Legislature of Vir-| 


ginia, with a Letter of Benjamin Bates, on 


the subject of Militia Fines. 
TO THE LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 


The Memorial and Petition of the religious Society of | 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, 


RESPECTFULLY Snow, 


high regard with which the legislature will | 
be | disposed to consider every subject affect- | 
ing the great principles of civil or religious | 


liberty, beg leave to solicit your attention to 


the militia laws of this commonwealth, and 
to the incompatibility which sometimes re- 


sults between the requisitions of the law, and | 


the obligations of religious duty. 


In this enlightened age and country, and | 
before this legislature, your memorialists con- | 


ceive it unnecessary to urge the unalienable | 
rights of conscience, or to adduce any argu- 
ments to show that the relations between man 
and his Creator, neither can, nor ought to be 
prescribed or controlled by any human au- 
thority. It is unnecessary, because the pro- 
position is self-evident, and especially because 
it is one of the fundamental principles upon 
which the civil and political institutions of| 
this country are established. 
is recugnized in the bill of rights; it is con- 
firmed by the law of 1785, passed in the 
enlightened and liberal spirit of that instru- 
ment ; and the state itself, by its convention 
which ratified the federal constitution, ex- 
pressly declared, that “the liberty of con- 
science cannot be cancelled, abridged, re- 
strained, or modified by any authority of the 
United States.” The free exercise of reli- 
gion, therefore, is not merely tolerated ; it is 
declared in the most solemn form—it is con- 
firmed in the most explicit manner. 

But the liberty of conscience, your memo- 
rialists conceive, cannot be restricted to the 
mere liberty of thinking, or to the silent and 
unseen modifications of religious opinion. Re- 
ligion has duties to be performed, and it points 
out offences to be avoided; its free exercise 
must, therefore, consist in an active com- 
pliance with its dictates enforced by no legal 


SEVENTH DAY, 


This principle | 





ment. 
Your memorialists, in common with every | 
virtuous citizen, would disclaim any exemp- 
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compulsion, restrained by no legal impedi- | your memorialists, notwithstanding the insu- 


| perable objection of their religious scruples, 
| should be trained to arms. Their refusal sub- 
| jects them to fines, which, within certain limi- 


tion under the colour of religious liberty, | tations, are fixed at the discretion of the 
| from the universal obligations of moral duty. | courts martial, and become, in numerous in- 
| But the law of 1785, in making “ overt acts” | stances, extremely oppressive: Nor is this 
of an injurious nature, the limit of the privi- | all—-your memorialists conceive, that the vo- 
lege, and the criterion of its abuse, removes |luntary payment of a fine imposed for adher- 


all danger to the community. An encroach- 


lence to religious duty, or the receiving of 


ment on the rights of others, or violation of | surplus money, arising from the sale of their 
|the moral law, under pretence of liberty of| property seized for the satisfying of these 


| conscience, would immediately betray its own 
guilt and hypocrisy, and afford a legitimate | 


rity. 

These considerations are suggested, as 
| applicable to the case which is now submitted 
| to the wisdom and justice of the legislature. 


cause for the interposition of the civil autho-| 


demands, would be to acknowledge a delin- 
quency, which they cannot admit, and to be- 
come parties in a traflic or commutation of 
their principles. Hence, also, considerable 
loss is sustained. And notwithstanding your 
memorialists may acknowledge that many 
{officers of the government, in these cases, 


Your memorialists are Christians ; and im- | manifest great reluctance, and execute their 
| pressed with the firm conviction that war is/ trust with a scrupulous regard to the suffer- 
That your mamorialiste, estimating the | forbidden under the gospel—they cannot bear | )ers; yet there are other instances in which 


arms. 
to reduce them to the alternative of refusing | 


a compliance with the laws of their country, | 


or of violating what they most solemnly be- | 


tah . . ° | 
lieve is, to them, a law of God, clothed with | 


the most awful sanctions. 


| trines—they set up no novel pretensions.— | 
They ask permission only to practice the pre- | 
cepts of Jesus Christ—to adhere to the prin- | 
| ciples which prevailed through the first cen- 
‘turies of the Christian dispensation, which 
| pious men through every subsequent age have 
| maintained ; and which their predecessors, | 
| from the time they have been known as a re- 
ligious society, under various forms of go- 
vernment, and through sufferings imposed by | 
rigorous and persecuting laws, have uniformly | 
supported. 


rit of persecution has faded before the lighis 
of truth. Our own country, as already stated, 
has been particularly distinguished for main- 





liberty, and for rejecting those of coercive | 
law and religious intolerance. 


Your memorialists plead for no new doc- | 


It is true, that in the lapse of time, the spi- | 


taining the principles of civil and religious | 


To require it under legal penalties, is| wanton depredations are made on the pro- 


perty of individuals. 

Your memorialists are aware that it may 
be said, that the law does not discrirminate 
between them and others, and that they ought 
|equally to support the public burdens, and 
yield their services to the exigencies of the 
state. This objection supposes that a gene- 
|ral law cannot have a partial or unequal ope- 
ration. It supposes, too, that what may be 
deemed a national concern, may supersede 
the chartered rights and privileges of the 
people. But your memorialists cannot sup- 
| pose that these principles, which indeed are 
no other than the maxims of tyranny, will 
}ever be deliberately adopted or acted upon 
by this legislature. If one member of the 
|community believes that it is his duty to 
fight, and to slay the enemies of his country, 
and if another believes that he is prohibited 
by divine command from planning the destruc- 
| tion or shedding the blood of his fellow crea- 
| tures, the question, as it relates to the present 
subject, is not which, or whether either, is 
| wrong, but whether a law commanding both 


The very | to take arms would not operate unequally 


grievance to which we now solicit your at-|and violate the rights of conscience! It would 
tention, has been acknowledged and redressed. | operate unequally, because it does not dis- 
A legislature composed of enlightened states- | criminate—because to the conscience of the 
men and sages, who had assisted in establish-|one it would enjoin the performance of a 
ing the chartered rights of America, who had | duty, to that of the other, the commission of 
seen the principles which your memorialists|a crime. It would violate the liberty of con. 
maintain tested through the revolutionary | science, because it would compel, under pains 
war, convinced, it is believed, of their sin- | and penalties, the performance of an act, 


cerity, and of the justice of their claim, ex- | 


empted them from the obligation to bear 
arms, and from certain fines and penalties 
which had been imposed on their non-com- 
pliance with military requisitions. But the 
laws are changed. They now require that 


which is believed offensive to the Divine Be. 
ing. Human authority cannot, like the great 
Searcher of hearts, try the spirits of men re- 
specting truth and error; it cannot remit the 
penalties of sin, or control the convictions of 
the heart; and therefore, in this country at 
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least, the liberty of conscience is wisely placed | 
beyond the sphere of legislation, and protected | 
from the encroachment of any power in the | 
government. 

It may be recollected, too, that in every 
nation of the civilized world, where this So- 
ciety is found, they profess and maintain the 
same principles. ‘T hat no hope of reward, no | 


dread of punishment, nor confiscations, im- | 


prisonments, or death, would induce them to 
bear arms against their country, or in any 
other cause whatever, and that every attempt 
to coerce them, would result, on the one side, | 
in the triumph of principle, however severely 
tested, and in unavailing persecution on the | 
other. 

While it is, therefore, evident, that the 
ostensible object of the law, or training them 
to arms, cannot be effected; and it is pre- 
sumed from the general notoriety of their | 
principles, that it is not even expected to be | 
attained—while your memorialists believe | 
that the principles they hold can in no sense 


prove injurious to the community, and are) 


persuaded, that this legislature would disclaim 
the idea of raising revenue by laws inflicting 
fines on the free exercise of conscience—they 
trust, that a privilege conferred by the Su- 
preme Being, and by the highest authority 
in this country, declared sacred and inviolable, 
may be safely expected from its justice and 
liberality. They, therefore, respectfully pe- 
tition, that the laws imposing military requisi- 
tions and penalties for non-compliance, may 
be considered as they respect your petition- 
ers, and such relief afforded as to the wisdom 
of the legislature shall seem just and neces- 
sary. 
Signed by order and on behalf of a meeting of the 
representatives of the aforesaid Society, held in 


Dinwiddie county, the 17th of the 11th month, 
1810, by 


BenJamin Bates, 
Clerk at this time. 


The following is a copy of the letter addressed 
by Benjamin Bates, (the bearer of the pre- 
ceding Memorial,) to a member of the legis- 
lature of Virginia. 

The friendly manner in which we discussed | 
together the principles of our memorial (now 


before the legislature), induces me to hope | 


that a few additional observations will receive 
a candid and impartial consideration. 

It would be useless, I apprehend, in intro- 
ducing this subject, to enter into any minute 
enquiry respecting the nature and extent of 
the rights of men in society ; or to examine 
any of the various theories of government to 


find in how many ways these rights have | 


been abused. The American people under- 
stand this subject: they did not, in establish- 
ing the empire of liberty on the basis of equal 
laws, look to the pittance of privilege which 
had, in different ages, been extorted from | 
bigotry, or wrung from the grasp of power. | 
No—they were men, and conscious of their 
rights—they were brethren, and saw that 
their rights were equal. To preserve them, 
they did not set up human beings, like them- 
selves, with crowns and mitres on their heads, 
and commit to their ambition, cupidity, and 
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\caprice, for safe- keeping and distribution,|of their country, to be sufficient to restore 
those sacred immunities with which their| them to their rights? a is undeniable 
Creator had endowed them, which he had|—the appeal is made, and its success, per- 
‘made co-existent with mind itself, inherent! haps, ought not to be doubted. But, in the 
and unalienable. It was to preserve to them-| mean time, the subject is variously canvassed, 
selves these inestimable blessings ; to transmit | and many objections and difficulties are thrown 
them to their children; to guard them for | in the way. We have referred, i in our memo- 
ever from usurpation; that, viewing the whole | rial, to the rights of conscience as a natural 
ground of polity with a discriminating eye, | and constituti ional privilege—but we are told 
‘the »y declared irrevocably, conscience belongs | that the liberty of conscience is an abstract 
\to God, and civil government to the people. | principle, and, as such, is not to be relied on 
On this principle their whole political struc- | in particular cases? What is an abstract prin- 
ture is erected: hence the law e manates, and | ciple? Is it some remote uninterestifig truth, 
every power in the government is bound by| which may be indifferently remembered or 
its authority. So it r stands upon paper—but | | forgotten ? or is it some proposition to which 
| how does it operate in practice? Is the liberty | the understanding assents, but which is still 
of conscience indeed preserved inviolate? Do|to be tested by experience ? 
the laws impose no other restraint on religious | Now it cannot be supposed that the men 
‘freedom than are sufficient to preserve the | selected by the people to mark out the boun- 
peace and order of society? Are none of the|daries of ‘the law, and to fix the limits of 
honest and inoffensive inhabitants of this com- | | power, in a great, free, and enlightened na- 
monwealth taxed, fined, or harrassed in their} tion, would so insignificantly employ their 
| persons or peryerty, on account of their reli-| time, and abuse their trust, as to set down, as 
gious tenets? ja declaration of rights, any random proposi- 

These are questions on which the patriot | tions that might chance to occur to their re- 
and statesman may ponder, but the answer is | | collection, as true. The fathers of American 
obvious and undeniable. The liberty of con- | liberty did not attract to themselves the 
science is abridged : the laws do impose other | gratitude of their country and the admiration 
restraints than those contemplated by the act | | of the world, by writing merely what was true, 
establishing religious freedom—and a number | but for selecting the very truths they meant 
of peaceable and useful citizens are exposed | to establish ; for drawing an insuperable, un- 
to fines and penalties on account of their re-|alterable line of separation between those 
ligious principles. How is this infraction of | 


_powers which a free people may confide in 
national and constitutional right to be account- | their government, and those inherent and un- 
ed for? It will not be said that either these 


alienable rights which they retain to them- 
people or their principles were unknown, |selves. It was expressly for the preservation 
when the declaration of rights was made, 


of these rights that the constitution was 

and the form of government established. It|formed. Its barriers were laid strong and 
will not be pretended that they were excluded |deep around them, and, whenever they are 
from the common privileges of citizens and| broken down, tyranny and oppression will re- 
the common rights of humanity. No, but it|sume their course. Nor can it be thought 
is said that the ; government must be defended; | that this liberty of conscience was introduced 
and they are, therefore, enrolled for the pur- | as a new or untried principle. The statesmen 
pose of learning the use of the firelock and|of our country were not such novices in the 
bayonet, and for acquiring the art of inflict-| subjects of law and government, or so unac- 
| ing death with the greatest expedition and |quainted with human nature, as to suppose 
effect. Men whose religion is a system of | that the rights of conscience had never been 
universal benevolence, who believe that God | | tested. Nor would they, if such had been 
Almighty forbids animosity, revenge, and vio- | their opinion, expose the nation to difficulties 
lence, and who are assured that disobedience | and danger by a novel and presumptuous ex- 
| to his commands involves dreadful and eternal | periment! No—these men understood their 
consequences. |subject: its nature, its history, and its im- 
This Society maintains, with the framers | portance, were familiar to their minds. They 
of our constitution, and in conformity with | knew how readily the pride of opinion and 
the repeatedly declared sense of the American | the possession of power combine to produce 
people, that government has no right to bring| intolerance. They knew that a denial of 


the laws of God and man into competition : | these rights constitutes the worst species of 
and that there exists no authority in any de- 


tyranny. Nations have groaned for ages un- 
partment thereof to cancel, abridge, restrain, | \der its influence : and, to preserve this coun- 
or modify.the liberty of conscience. When)|try from a similar fate, they held forth the 
this declaration was solemnly made, the last | rights of conscience, not as an abstract meta- 
time by the people of this state, and recipro- | physical notion, but as a living indestructible 
jcated by the whole Union, the Society of privilege, of which no law should ever de- 
| Friends -were exempt by law, as weil as by | prive a citizen. 

their constitutional privileges, both from mili. But why was it necessary to guard these 
| tia duty and personal service in war. Did not| rights with such anxious solicitude ? W hy 
the law which afterwards subjected them un-|enshrine them in the constitution, and pro- 
der heavy penalties to all the requisitions of| tect them with such jealous care from the 
the military system, “abridge” this liberty| power of the legislature? Is not the govern- 
of conscience which had been thus solemnly | ment derived from the people? Is it not ad- 
guaranteed? and if it did, ought not an evi-| ministered by their agents, and solely for 
dence of the fact, and an appeal to the justice |their benefit? And cannot the people be 
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trusted with the guardianship of their own/ vice. The argument, fairly stated, stands | those means which his own reason and con- 
privileges ? The answer is plain—a govern-|thus—the legislature shall not restrain the | science could approve for his defence. We, 
ment of the people is necessarily a govern-| free exercise of conscience; but they may | too, have homes, and a little property, and 
ment of the majority; but the majority, if| levy a fine upon the advantages derived from | children, and friends, whose welfare is dearer 
they are not bound by constitutional restraints, | the exemption. than life. We, too, connect them with our 
may, in securing their own rights, overlook; Have I any objections to the support of|country, and for their preservation would 
and violate the rights of others. But would} schools? Far from it—I should rejoice to see | make any sacrifice which our reason and con- 
it not be mockery to tell the minority, under| knowledge and virtue diffused among the| science would approve. But these forbid us 
these circumstances, that they must not com-| lower classes of society ; 1 would cheerfully | to fight. 
plain, that their country is a free republic,| pay an equal tax for the purpose, and might} The Being to whom we are indebted for 
and themselves integral parts of the sovereign| be disposed to encourage it by a voluntary | all our enjoyments, and whose divine provi- 
authority ! Would they not be sensible, that} contribution; but when I pay a partial tax——| dence is our best protection, has not commit- 
their rights and liberties depended on the| a fine, I am neither discharging the common| ted to us the right to destroy our fellow crea- 
will, and lay at the mercy of individuals; and | duties of a citizen, nor doing an act of bene-| tures, or to seek redress of our wrongs by the 
that, however many or few those individuals} yolence. 1 am paying what is considered by | shedding of human blood. But we know he 
might be, and under whatever forms their) government as a debt—and for what consi-| has communicated to man a principle capable 
proceedings might be conducted, an arbitrary | deration? Plainly for being allowed to enjoy | of silencing war and violence. There is, my 
government is still a despotism, and the sub-/ the liberty of conscience. But I do not de-| friend, in the religion taught by Jesus Christ, 
jects of it are slaves? Hence the necessity of} rive the liberty of conscience from the govern-| a power able to reconcile us to God and to 
constitutional restraints; and when these are) ment; 1 hold it by a tenure antecedent to the| one another. It can divest the heart that re- 
properly established—when the government) institutions of civil society. It was secured | ceives it of its propensities to wrongs and vio- 
simply occupies the ground on which it is| to me in the social compact, and it was never | lence ; and implant in their place the disposi- 
placed, and exercises only the powers which submitted to the legislature at all. They | tion to suffer wrongs and violence for its sake. 
have been submitted to its direction, the de-| have, therefore, no privilege to grant or with- | Thousands of living witnesses bear testimony 
cisions of a majority become the legitimate | hold at their pleasure ; and certainly no pre-| to this divine principle—thousands who would 
rules oft action; and every member of the) tence or authority to sell it for a price. It| suffer any privation or punishment, rather 
community (whatever be his opinion of their) appears, then, that this exclusive tax for the| than impede, by their example, its influence 
wisdom or expedience,) is Lound to obey| support of schools, is a groundless and op-|and increase. And ought it not to console 
them. ‘This ts presumed to be the true de-| pressive demand. It is a muster-fine in dis-| the friend of his country, and of his species, 
finition of a free government. But of what| guise—and violates the very principle it|to see its growth, and to be assured, by in- 
avail, under any form of government, is the| seemed to respect. dubitable evidence, that it is possible, in its 
attempt to enslave the mind? As soon would But is it not unreasonable, it is asked, that | support, to return good for evil, to love even 
the academy devise means to arrest or con-| our fellow citizens who believe war to be al-| our very enemies, and for man, in all situa- 
trol the revolutions of the solar system, as| lowable and necessary, should be subjected | tions, to be the friend of man. 
the legislature of any country to find laws) to the hardships and privations incident to the 
that would bind the free spirit of man. How | training and service, while we, under the pro- 
long has tyranny tortured its invention andj tection of our religious privileges, enjoy a For “ The Friend.” 
varied the apparatus for discovering this|complete exemption? We answer, no. If Effect Christian he K, 
grand desideratum !—Creeds, tests, and ana-| those citizens do believe that war is neces- ‘fects of Christianity on the Karens. 
themas, have been tried—stripes, fetters, and | sary for their defence ; if they conceive it to} Every benevolent mind, and especially every 
dungeons, have done their best—racks, flames, | be their duty and their interest to fight; if it | Christian, must feel interested in the diffusion 
and gibbets, have exhausted all their powers, | accords with their religious principles to re-| of that gospel which proclaims, “ Glory to 
and all have ended in miserable disappoint-| pel aggressions by the sword; if, in the full| God in the highest, peace on earth, and good 
ment: and is it not difficult to conceive how | exercise of their privileges, they give to the| will toward men.” Wherever this gospel is 
the notion ever came to be entertained on! government authority to command them in| received and its requisitions are obeyed, we 
this side of the Atlantic, that the thing is still] these services; this is their own act, and| find that the fruits it produces are similar to 
practicable? The genius of our country did| they cannot complain of the consequences! | those which adorned the Christian church in 
not borrow even the mildest feature of such| But a man is not the judge of his neighbour’s| its earliest days; “love, joy, peace, long- 
a system; and it is certainly not congenial | conscience, and if the powers they mrigered paeangs gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
with our habits of thinking,‘to suppose that| for themselves involve constitutional privi- | ness, temperance ;” and although these Chris- 
the mind may be fettered by putting a chain} leges, they are binding only on those who) tian graces are exhibited in different degrees, 
upon the leg; or that a man’s heart can be} have consented to them. varying according to the light and knowledge 
divested of its convictions by a warrant to| May I enquire what it is that constitutes | received, and to the faithful obedience of those 
take his cattle. the obligation to fight for one’s country? I| who are “ turned from idols to serve the liv- 
But admitting that the liberty of conscience | mean to apply the question to a free people ;| ing God,” yet it is delightful to contemplate 
is both a natural and constitutional right, and | for under despotism the will of the master is| them, whether they are comparable to “ the 
that it is physically impossible to control the| the obligation of the slave. What is it, then,| blade, the ear, or the full corn in the ear.” 
free agency of the mind; still, it is contended, | in a free country, that induces a man to go to 
an expedient may be found which shall pro-| war? Is it for the protection of his rights? 
tect those rights from violation, and at the| But what rights has he to protect, whose most 
same time satisfy the law, which would other- | essential privileges are already wrested from 
wise infringe them. him? Or is it the interest which every indivi- 
Thus, if the legislature enjoin the perform-| dual feels in preserving his property, his 
ance of certain duties, on which it is supposed | home, his childres, his friends? Have mot alt| of: Love.’ The heads of every family are 
the very existence of government depends,| some interesting attachment? Have not all| members of the church, and conduct Them. 
and those duties happen to interfere with the| some endearing objects that cling about the| selves with exemplary rectitude. By the aid 
constitutional rights of any indivicual, let that} heart? And is not the aggregate of these of the missionaries they have obtained goats, 
individual pay an equivalent, and be excused.| their country? Every man, therefore, en-| bullocks, seeds, &c., and with these, and still 
If it be a military service, for instance, and| gaged by common consent, in a defensive| more by the increased industry they have 
his religious principles forbid him to fight,| war, considers that he is fighting for himself| been taught to practise, they have been en- 
let him pay a tax for the support of schools,|and his domestic enjoyments; his home is| abled to cease their wanderings, and acquire 
and make the tax equal to the military ser-| identified with his country: and he is using | very many comforts to which their countrymen 














BENJAMIN Bates. 














of which may be relied on,) may not be un- 
acceptable to the readers of “ The Friend.” 
** A considerable number of Karens have 
formed a Christian village, and called it 
Matah, a name which literally imports ‘ City 
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few extracts from a Journal, (the accuracy 
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are strangers. Cleanliness, in which Karens | jungle and planting paddy, are readily spared, } the severest inflictions of Providence, fills the 
are universally very deficient, has been at-|and go to various points, during the rainy | heart with gladness and gratitude. Here we 
tained in no small degree. The men have | season, teaching school, for which their sa-|see one of a class who, bereft of two senses, 
been exhorted to raise plenty of cotton, and |lary is half only of what they could get in|were but a few years since abandoned to 
the women induced to apply themselves to| other employments.” * . * hepeless ignorance and neglect, now raised 
spinning and weaving, so as to furnish every, ‘“ The change in regard to temperance is|to an intellectual equality with their more 
member of their families with a change of not less remarkable. Unlike the Burmans,/| favoured brethren! Blessed, thrice blessed, 
raiment. On the Sabbath, they come to public | whose religion forbids strong drink, and who| be the lot and the memory of the man who 
worship perfectly clean, and as their costume scarcely ever use it, the Karens used it uni-| sought out the means of instruction for the 
covers the person entirely, the sight of the versally, and generally to excess; every fa-| deaf and dumb!” 
congregation would please the most fastidious mily made arrack, and from the oldest to the 
American eye. The grounds around their | youngest all partook of it. Drunkenness, with | 
houses, which always used to be receptacles |its train of horrors, was consequently rife rere 
for filth and vermin, are all swept every Sa- among them. But no sooner do any become ALL IS VANITY. 
turday afternoon, and the rubbish burnt. But | serious enquirers and consort with the disci- 
it is the spiritual change visible at Matah,| ples for further instruction, than they aban-|_ . ae 
which is most delightful ; and although this|don the forbidden thing. In Matah, there-| oe hard to feel how vain the ee 

: : 7 7“ giddy minds in wild ambition’s way ; 
people, lately wild and wandering, and fur-| fore, not a drop is made or used. The | ‘The neaup of Gaston the gothe of th 
nished as yet with no part of the Holy Scrip- children of the very men who were sots, are| The toilsome effort for a transient day 
tures in their own tongue, except a single growing up without tasting or seeing spiritu-| To wear a laurel wreath ;—the bright array 
manuscript copy of the gospel of Matthew, ous liquors. ‘The consequent improvement a pageantry of wealth’s slow-moving train ; 

: ; Ab ; : asy to bend, from thought’s serene survey, 

are, as may be supposed, ignorant of many of | in domestic peace and general welfare, may | On things like these the eye of mild disdain, 
the requisitions of Christianity; yet, it is be easily imagined. ‘The Karens often com-| And know that they are false.—and feel that they are 
truly exhilarating to see the readiness and/pare their former degradation and misery vain. 
cordiality with which they enter into the| with their present comforts and hopes, and | 
performance of every duty, as soon as it is testify aloud their gratitude and joy for the| "7... willing thet the hely words be tree; 
made known to them. ‘Time would fail to| knowledge of Christianity. From the ful- Things she has loved so long,—so prized as hers : 
describe all the instances which illustrate ness of our hearts, as we looked upon these} Here must the precept speak monition too ? 
this remark; but one or two may be named. | poor, simple, ignorant, but pious and sincere| The rich, full banquet of the mental view 
On one occasion, that chapter in Matthew was | villagers, we exclaimed, ‘What hath God | O’er oa” bright land, through learning’s gardens 
read to them, which, describing the judgment, | wrought!” « Truly, the wilderness and the soli- eae wid than these,—friendship, all warm and 
speaks of visiting Christ (as represented in| tary places begin to bud and blossom as the | true, 
his disciples) when sick or in prison, &c.| rose.’ ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by | That precious world of “ bliss beyond compare,” 
They at once saw how regardless they had | my Spirit, saith the Lord.’ ” Iwra. | Found in a kindred heart,—shall these the sentence 
been of persons in sickness and sorrow; and | one ohare’ 
the very next day began to perform services ——— Yes !—if they 'whelm thy soul in feeling’s thrill, 
to the sick, such as they had never thought of | Benevolence in Humble Life.—One day With glow so deep of loved, intense delight, 
doing before. A poor widow, who had a sort | this week a woman in humble life, accompa- That thoughts of heaven less frequent come, to fill 
of leprous disease, and her child about two|nied by four very young children, applied | _— oe nerve with strength its upward 
years old, similarly affected, were visited by | personally for their admittance into a free- | If thy fond heart to slumber they invite 
them the very next day. They performed | school in this town for which they had a claim | ’Mid earth’s poor fountains for her best supply, 
many repulsive offices for them both, gave | that was readily allowed. She is the wife of} Ah! though they lovely seem, and pure, and bright, 
them rice and other articles, and so enriched | a tradesman who earns his own and family’s | Meet as png sag anita ve wee 
and comforted the poor widow that she was | daily bread by the sweat of his brow, and she | © *""* @ thee,—to thee—they too are ome 
bewildered with delight. These attentions to’ has six children. Of the four children admit-| ©) oy 5 y29 A. W. M. 
her have continued constantly. Another, who | ted into the school, only one belongs to her ; Salem, N. J., 1836. 
was bed-ridden with loathsome sores, was at-| the others are children of a woman who lately 


tended to in the — 7 These kindnesses | died, and who was the wife of a working me- | Curious Fact connected with the Natural History of 
are done with studied concealment, and can|chanic. The mothers were natives of the | the Salmon—A very singular and inexplicable instinct 
be learned only from the grateful recipients! same town, far distant from Liverpool, and | has been ascribed to the salmon, but which has been 
of these marks of Christian love. ‘the one who has departed assigned over, on doubted and disputed by many, even of those who 


- mc : : have turned their attention to th bject. “ 
“ The Christian feelings of the Karens are | her death-bed, her four young children to her |; wyich we allude in the ppenitn on The fact 
. , : , 3 e is, the propensity of salmon to re- 
manifested in other ways also. On being |friend, who has received them all into her'| turn from the sea to the identical rivers wherein they 


told of the persecution of Morino, San-lone, | lowly and now crowded dwelling, and one of | were spawned. This has now been established beyond 
and others, at Rangoon, and how they had|;hem, who is but a few weeks old, she is| the er nt sues In the on “ 7 towns. 

> ; . six | . : *,° . | man, r. ober ulst, superin endent of the river 
been chained, oes and by! 3 mete nursing, in addition to an infant of her own. Tay, under the act for the protection of the breed of 
fined, they unexpectedly proposed subscri ing|—English Paper. 


; : salmon, given in to the meeting of heritors in October 
towards paying the fine and releasing them last, he noticed a curious experiment made last breed- 


from prison ; and out of their deep poverty | ing season in certain small fishing rivers in Sather. 
actually sent to Rangoon fifty rupees for this) Deaf and Dumb Printer and Editor.—A | ae a — dieembog ue ce te 
purpose. Still greater evidence of Christian | newspaper has been established at Canajoha-| f°) Pi) tir woters before: but ea they cecm te be 
nerosity is seen in their missionary zeal.|rie, in New York, printed, published, and | wo) adapted for breeding this species of fish, the Duke 
hose whose abilities as assistants or school-| edited by Levi S. Backus, deaf and dumb, a| of Sutherland, the proprietor of these rivers, resolved 
masters warrant the missionaries in sanction-| native of Hebron, (Ct.,) and educated as a|to have them planted with salmon. Accordingly, 
ing it, are ever ready to leave their families, charity scholar in the Asylum at Hartford. oe eee — _ et to oo 
and go wearisome journeys of six months at|'The Albany Journal, noticing the new paper brnodiees nousen, aad taal a iemeiet taal oe. 
a time, among distant villages where they|as a new editorial era, says:. “Tn Opening | The result was awaited with considerable interest, as 
are utterly unknown, carrying on their backs| this sheet, we were really surprised to find | calculated to set at rest the disputed question. It ap- 
tracts and food, sleeping on the way in trees| that the editor and proprietor is deaf and | pears by a letter Mr. Buist = just received ee 
or on the ground, and enduring many priva-|dumb! We shall not attempt to describe the noe ee tees 
tions. Young men, whose services are very | emotions which this incident excited, Such}, those concerned with the fisheries, phe yf oman 
important to their aged parents in clearing |a triumph of philanthropy and education, over | are curious in this department of natural history. 


Eccles. iii. 19. 


But there are things on which the heart demurs, 
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For “‘ The Friend.” 


Character of Primitive Friends, and the 
Doctrines they maintained vindicated. 


‘Continued from p. 182.) 


In page 308, he relates that a young man 
took some exceptions to what was said in a 
meeting about infants. In explanation of his 
views, to this person, he queried: “ Dost 
thou not believe that many ages and nations 
of people fell under some disadvantages by 
Adam’s sin, who never heard of him out- 
wardly ? He said yes. Then, said I, why may 
not they through the boundless mercy and 
goodness of God, manifested by Christ, have 
the advantages by the death and works of 
Christ, who never heard of him outwardly? 
To this he was silent.” 

Page 603 of Story’s Journal— On the 
18th, (being the last day of the meeting, and 
our parting time, the Lord being still with 
us,) in the forenoon, I had a large open time: 
and though I was very weak, and ill of a 
great cold I had taken—yet the Lord gave 
me strength and utterance, so that many 
things were opened to general satisfaction. 
One thing happened somewhat remarkable in 
it. For as I was concerned to speak of the 
crucifixion of Christ, and mentioned the large 
incision in his side by the spear, whence 1s- 
sued blood and water; which clearly evinced 
he was wounded to the heart, through the 
pericardium which held that water: and this 
being for the sins of men, without which it 
would not have been put upon him, I myself 
was so much affected with it, as also the 
whole auditory, that I could not go on; but 
being much broken, stopped and stood still, 
till my spirit was a little unburdened by an 
efflux of many tears; and the whole auditory 
was bowed, and many surprised, and genc- 
rally broken and melted. So that many con- 
fessed the truth, and that they had never 
known the like. And after some time I went 
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been (since we were a people) believed and 


declared by us.” “ Yet such hath been, and | 
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matters of faith, divinity and doctrine; and 
| sincerely believe, own, and confess our bless- 


is, the inveterate malice of our enemies, that |ed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Son of 
our writings (no more than our words) must | the living God, in all his comings, appearances, 
not mean what we so often and solemnly have | properties, offices, and works, both for us and 


declared we do mean by them; but what our 
adversaries will have them to mean, that so 
they may not seem to want proofs for these 
their false and envious charges.” [Switch for 
the Snake, p. 192, 199.] And Thomas El- 
wood says, in his reply to Keith, [see his 
Journal, p. 408, &c.] ‘“ These things, I say, 
G. Keith certainly knows have been con- 
stantly held, believed, professed, and owned, 
by W. Penn and his brethren, the Quakers, 
in general, both privately and publicly, in 
word and writing. These things are so often 


‘in us.” 

“ This epistle,” says Gough, “ which is 
ivery long, concludes with the excellent coun- 
sel of the apostle, ‘ If there be therefore any 
|consolation in Christ ; if any comfort of love; 

if any fellowship of the Spirit; if any bowels 
and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
like-minded, having the same love, being of 
‘one accord, and one mind; let nothing be 
done through strife or vain glory, but in low- 
liness of mind, let every man esteem others 
better than himself.’ ” 


testified of in our meetings, and have been so | 
fully and plainly asserted and held forth in 
our books, that we might call in almost as 
many witnesses thereof, as have frequented 
our meetings or attentively read our books.” | 
Were I to gather up all the evidences out 
of our Friends’ writings, as T. Elwood ob- 
served on the same occasion, “I might there- 
with fill a large volume.” I will however add | 
one more testimony, because it is not only Parrick Livineston. 
clear, but stands very much as an act of the| Great have been the perversions of the 
Society, and also embraces the name of one | writings of our primitive Friends, in relation 
individual, whose character deserves this|to the Scriptures. This subject afforded the 
justice to be done to it; I mean George | Snake in the Grass, and all the ancient ene- 
Whitehead. I allude to an epistle written in| mies of the Society, a copious theme of de- 
1692, by Friends in London, to Friends in| clamation. Every expression of our Friends, 
Pennsylvania, on the occasion of their trou-|that could bear a construction to suit théir 
bles with G. Keith: an extract of which is| purposes, they gathered up, and endeavoured 
recorded in Gough’s History, vol. 3, p. 328.|to make them detract from the estimation in 
They testify that the dispensation of the gos-|which the Society have always held those 
pel “ committed to them, was a spiritual dis-| sacred writings. Some expressions of George 
pensation; in no wise to oppose, reject, or| Whitehead were thought particularly to an- 
invalidate Jesus Christ’s outward coming, | swer this purpose: in which he said— That 
suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and | which was spoken from the Spirit of Truth 
glorified estate in the heavens; but to bring ‘in any, is of as much authority as the Scrip- 
men to partake of the remission of sins, re-| tures, or chapters are, or even more.” These 
conciliation and eternal redemption, which he | expressions, though not -the whole sentence, 


Signed by 
Gerorce WuireneEaD, 
Samuet WALDENFIELD, 
Joun Frexp, 
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Wituram Brnetey, 
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Danret Monro, 





on with the matter, which opened so full, as|hath obtained for us, and for all men, for | were taken up by the Snake, and represented 
I believe nothing stood in the way, before all| whom he died, and gave himself a ransom, 'as meaning, that the writings, sermons, &c. 
was ended. As this was the Lord’s work,| both for Jews and Gentiles, Indians, Turks, | of our Friends, were of as much authority, or 


and his hand plainly in it, so to Him alone be | 


and pagans, without respect of persons or | even more than the Scriptures. Joseph Wyeth 


the glory and thanks, now and for ever—| people. And Christ is fully to be preached | denies this construction; asserts that George 


Amen. 

In the early periods of the Society, two 
writers distinguished themselves for bitter- 
ness of enmity, and unfairness of representa- 
tion—George Keith, and the “ Snake in the 
Grass.” Both of these charged the Society, 
and William Penn, in particular, with many 


false doctrines, but none were more insisted 


on than the denial of the divinity of Christ, 
and the benefits of his sufferings and death. 
G. Keith even called one of his books The 
Deism of William Penn and his brethren. 
The Snake was cotemporary with Keith, 
and some supposed, a mere tool to answer 
his purpose. ‘Thomas Elwood undertook a 
reply to Keith, and Joseph Wyeth to the 
Snake. They both quoted from W. Penn 
some of the most pointed passages which I 
have selected in this collection, which they 
gave as a fair statement of the sentiments 
held by him and his friends. Joseph Wyeth 
says :— I do here, of set purpose, declare it 
as a truth, which now is, and always has 


| by them whom he may send unto them for 








unto them, according to the Holy Scriptures, | Whitehead made a direct application of his 


remark to the Pharisees’ reading of the letter, 
that end; that as the benefit of his sufferings | and he illustrates it by “ our Saviour’s deny- 
extends to all, even to them that have not the ing the Sadducees, when they spoke and re- 





| Scriptures, or outward history thereof, they | peated the law, (Matt. xxii. 24,) and thus 


may be told, who was and is their chief friend, |also he denied the devil, (Matt. iv. 6,) when 
that gave himself a ransom for them, and | the devil repeated the prophecy of the psalm- 
‘hath enlightened them; yet not excluded | ist: and thus also he denied the Pharisees, of 
those from God’s mercy or salvation by| which there are divers instances.” [ Switch, 
| Christ, who never had nor may have the out-|p. 171.] Thus it appears from the evidence 
| ward knowledge or history of him, if they | of a writer, living at the time in which these 
sincerely obey, and live up to his light; for) things were written, that the meaning of G, 
his light and salvation reach to the ends of the | Whitehead in what he says, that was con- 





earth ; yet still we that have the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and those plain outward confirmed tes- 
timonies concerning our blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, both as to his coming 


in the flesh and in the Spirit, have cause to 


be thankful to God for the peculiar favour, 


strued disparagingly of the Scriptures, or 
chapters, related to the use of scripture lan- 
guage in a sense which was not intended— 
| adduced under an evil influence, and for a 
| wrong purpose. 

| The sentiments of the Society in relation 


and that these Scriptures are so well pre-|to the Scriptures, have been so well understood 
served to posterity ; and we beseech you let|—the daily perusal of them so often recom- 
us keep to the plainness and simplicity of| mended by the Society in its collective capa- 
scripture language in all discourses about | city, and even incorporated into the disciplines 
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of the different yearly meetings, that I need | and walk in it; for a natural man may read 
not take many extracts at the present. I| the Scriptures, and yet not perceive the things 
shall therefore content myself with a few:|of God, neither perceive the mind of the 
one from Francis Howgi!l’s Works, which | Spirit, but wrest to their own destruction, as 
are very scarce at the present day: and the | Peter saith, because they are unlearned and un- 
others from the writings of Robert Barclay, | taught (by the Spirit’s teaching,) though other- 
which have always been regarded as fair | wise learned enough in languages, tongues, and 
statements of our doctrines, and therefore | speeches. 
are good evidence, in questions as to what} ‘ Secondly. Yet I cannot detract from them, 
the Society believes on particular points. neither undervalue them, or disesteem them as 
“It is not my intention to vindicate other | uncertain, orof no use, or of little use; but what- 


men’s quarrels, which is no part of my faith; | ever themselves declare themselves to be, that 
notwithstanding I should be sorry but that | { own them to be, to wit, the words of God, the 
every thing had its true weight and measure, | words of Christ, the words of the holy pro- 
and shall not in the least detract from the| phets, and patriarchs, and apostles, who were 
price, value, and true worth of the words of| endued with the Holy Ghost, and spake forth 
truth, to wit, the Scriptures of Truth, which | the Scripture as they were moved thereby, in 
were spoken. forth by the Spirit of Truth and | several ages, of several things, and unto seve- 
by the Holy Ghost, as it gave utterance; but ral states and conditions, as they were led 
as men erring in their judgments, run some-| thereto by the Holy Spirit; and they are a 
times to the right hand, and sometimes to the certain declaration of things that were done, 
left hand, and walk not in a straight path;)|and believed, and practised by the Jews un- 
some men are setting them up above that) der the first covenant, and by the apostles and 
which they were intended for, and placing | primitive Christians in the new covenant, and 
them in the stead of God, Christ, and the | contain many precious and holy precepts and 
Spirit; and others are too much debasing | commands, doctrines, examples, exhortations, 
them and dis-esteeming them, as that they | admonitions, reproofs, and instructions, and 
would set up the judgment of variable and are as lively examples and holy patterns for 
changeable men, who hold and teach things | all the saints in light to follow, by which we 
in contradiction to the Scriptures, and repug- | are given to understand what faith, what hope, 
nant to the mind of the Spirit in them that| what patience, what love, what mercy, what 
spoke them forth. | long-suflerings, what consolation, what virtue, 
“ But first of all, I say not against thee in| and what inheritance the saints in light were 
this thing, that the sole or whole Scriptures | made partakers of, through faith in Christ 
are not sufficient of themselves to teach true | Jesus; likewise, what doctrines were held 
faith, and give the knowledge of God without | forth, and what practice they used in the pri- 
the Spirit: for many have got the words, and | mitive times, when they walked in the order 
yet have not received the Spirit, nor the! of the gospel, and had fellowship with God 
power which the Scriptures declare of: such! the Father and the Son, and one with another 
wrangle and contend with the words, and op- | in the light of the gospel, which is the power 
pose the life and the power; the Jews had of God, through which they witnessed salva- 
the Scriptures, and knew by them where tion and remission of sins, and published it 
Christ should be born, and knew by them | unto others that they might believe. 
what his works should be when he was mani-| ‘ Thirdly. The Scriptures testify of Christ, 
fest, and yet rejected him unto whem all the and were written that they might be believed, 





prophets bore witness, from Moses to Samuel, 
and from him to John; and they were never 
intended by God, as to be set up as judge and 
guide, to wit, the words without the power and | 
Spirit of God; yet notwithstanding, though | 
I cannot set them up in the place of God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, nor contend ig- | 
norantly, as some have done, that they are 
the author of true faith, and that they are the 


and received, and read, that thereby every 
one that believed might be made wise to sal- 
vation, through faith in Christ Jesus, 2 Tim. 
iii., and instructed in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 





counsel of God; and furthermore they said, 
we have the mind of Christ, and Christ’s mind 
is not variable.” 


(To be continued.) 


A Short History of a Long Travel from Ba. 
bylon to Bethel. 


(Concluded from p. 183.) 


I had not been long in this room, before [ 
was called out to see the beauty and comeli- 
ness of the house; and as I walked, I found 
every thing so clean and bright, that I was 
ravished in an admirable manner with it ; and 
I met also with some people that welcomed 
me to the house of God, with such kindness 
as refreshed my heart; and as I came to be 
acquainted with them, I marked their conver- 
sations, and their discourses were exceeding 
comfortable to me ; no quarrelling, no conten- 
tion, no high or hot words, but all passed with 
meekness, and reverence, and due respect one 
for the other; the young men waited for the 
words of the ancients, and virgins carried a 
reverent respect to the matrens, and there 
was an universal concord and unity, so that I 
wondered greatly ; and one day I was open- 
ing my mind to an ancient, and told him, I 
admired much, and wondered greatly at the 
universal concord that I had taken notice of, 
beyond all I had met with in my life. He 
said it must needs be so, and could not be 
otherwise, for that that was the guide to lead 
me hither, and had been the guide to them 
all. And farther told me, there could be no 
contention, but where two spirits strove for 
mastery ; but it was not so in this house. His 
answer was so full and satisfactory to me, 
that I said no more to him at that time, but 
went on viewing and beholding the order of 
every thing I saw, till my soul was filled, and 
I might say my cup did overflow. So that 
my former labours and disappointments, sor- 
rows and perils, did signify nothing to me, I 
had a full reward, a hundredfold. 

So I returned to my rest again, in a larger 
room than before, where I sung praises to my 
God, and setting forth the praises of the house, 
and them that dwell therein. And a while 
after I was called forth of the room where I 


nished with all good works; and whosoever | was, and told I was not brought to that place 


doth teach any doctrines contrary unto the 
holy men of God, who spake as they were 
moved by the Spirit of God, which dwelt in 


eternal word of God, which the world was|them; the Scriptures are witnesses against 
made by, that they are the light and the such, that they have not the Spirit of God, 
way, the truth and the life, and that they are! but are led by another spirit, which brings 
the decider of all controversies, and sole and | forth contrary doctrine, and another faith than 
absolute, and only judge of all matters of; was once deliyered among the saints; and 
faith, and of all matters that ever have been, | whosoever brings in, sets up other precepts, 
or ever shall be in controversy to the end of| constitutions, orders, and practices in point of 
the world, without the Spirit of God; neither | worship, in opposition and contrary unto those 
am I of that ignorant mind, as some are, that | practices which were held forth in the primi- 
the letter and the Spirit are inseparable, as | tive times, and would set up other traditions 
that whosoever hath the Scripture must needs | than the apostles delivered either by word or 
have the Spirit, or whosoever hath the Scrip- | writing ; such are manifest to have the spirit 
ture must needs be infallible without the Spi-| of error, and are innovators and bringers in 
rit; all that are of the aforesaid judgment | of other things, as necessary in point of wor- 
are but wrangiers for the most part about! ship among Christians, which the apostles and 
words, and contenders against the power of| ministers of Christ did not see necessary then, 
God and godliness, and bring the words to|and yet they wanted no part of the counsel of 
oppose the life, and them that have the Spirit, | God ; for Paul said, he had declared the whole 


only to take pleasure and delight therein ; but 
there was a work to be done, and [ must take 
my part of it, and be faithful and diligent in 
what I was set about. To which I answered, 
It was enough I had attained my desires in 


| being admitted into the heavenly place, but if 


there were any business that I could do, I was 
willing to do it, be it what it would ; for it 
would be my greatast joy to do any thing to 
the advancement of the honour of the house 
of God, and them that dwell therein. Then 
he that talked with me told me it was my 
work to teach the children so far as I knew 
and had learned, and as far as I should from 
time to time be farther instructed. Indeed I 
was a little amazed thereat, knowing my in- 
abilities: but when I had a little pondered 
that part of the sentence, that I should be 
from time to time instructed, I took courage 
in my work, and made some progress in it 
with great fear and reverence, waiting daily 











for those instructions I was to receive, and I} highest! Glory, honour, and renown to his/usefulness of both,I think, would be increased, 


did receive in an abundant manner; and the 
work prospered in my hand, and the children 
loved me, and I loved them entirely, as though 
they had been my own children; and many 
of them grew up toa good understanding, and 
observed their places and orders to my great 
delight. And after I had thus continued a 
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worthy name, and power, throu 


ghout all ages 
and generations. Amen! . 


For “The Friend.” 
FRIENDS’ READING ROOMS, 


As one of the earliest subscribers to this 


191 





and the design of the founders of them better 
answered, by such a plan as I have suggested. 

To accomplish this object an increase of 
funds would be necessary, and this might be 
readily obtained in the form of annual sub- 
scriptions—most persons, I apprehend, being 
willing to pay a small compensation yearly 


while, he that talked with me before, came) interesting institution, I wish to express the|for the convenience and advantages which 
and told me 1 must take the charge of part/| satisfaction I have derived from seeing the | such an arrangement would afford. 


of the household, and give them their meat in 
due season; and suit every one’s meat, in 
dividing to every one’s state and condition, 
and not to feed strong men with milk, and 
babes with strong meat ; and for that purpose, 
he gave me a key that led into the treasury 
or storehouse ; which when I came to see and 
behold, it was abundantly filled with all sorts 
of nourishments, that never could be exhaust- 
ed or spent while the world endured. 

And I observed, that whatsoever I or others 
took out to distribute daily among the house- 
hold of God, the storehouse was still full as 
at the beginning, and so it continues to this 
day, and for ever. 

And now, having continued a long time in 
this heavenly habitation, it comes in my mind 
to let my countrymen, and the children of my 
old father whom I left in Babylon, hear of 
me ; for I suppose they judge me lost or de- 
voured ; but I could be glad if any, yea, all 
of them, were here to behold, and taste and 
feel what I do. 

And let none of them say, it happened bet- 
ter with me than with fhany; for I have un- 
derstood since I came into this house, that the 
same light that appeared to me, doth appear 
to any poor distressed soul in the whole world; 
but the reason that so few come here, is be- 
cause they fear the perils and dangers that 
are in the way, more than they love the light 
that would lead them through them; and so 
turn aside, and shelter themselves in an old 
rotten building, that at one time or other will 
fall on their heads, and they perish in the 
ruins. 

Now if any one have a mind to know my 
name, let them know I had a name in my 
father’s country ; but in this long and tedious 
journey [ have lost it. But since I came 
hither, I have a new name; but I have no 
characters to signify it by, that I can write, 
or they can read. 
where I am, they shall know my name: but 
for further satisfaction, I was born in Egypt, 
spiritually called; and my father went and 
lived in Babylon, about the time the true 
children of Israel were in captivity: there I 
came acquainted with some of the stock of 


the Jews, about the time they were returning | 


to their own land ; and they told me wonder- 
ful things of the glory of the house they had 
at Jerusalem, and would have had me gone 
along with them; and amongst the rest | un- 
derstood that Solomon, with many thousands 
of carpenters and masons, had built it. Upon 
which [ considered within myself, that if So- 
lomon, and the carpenters and masons, had 
built, carpenters and masons might at one 
time or other pull it down again. So I went 


improvements made there, and the efforts of 
the managers to offer to their youthful visit- 
ants all the innocent and instructive attractions 
which their means will afford. Intimately as 
I feel the preservation and right direction of 
our youth to be connected with the welfare of 
the Society, of which it is our privilege to be 
members, I rejoice at the success of every 
undertaking which has for its object to throw 
around the slippery path of youth those guards 
and restraints, as well as those moral and 
religious motives, which tend to check it 
from wandering, and to guide it in the course 
of virtue and intelligence. No one who pos- 
sesses the ordinary sensibilities of human na- 
ture, can avoid compassionating the situation 
of youth who are brought from the country 
and placed apprentices in a large and populous 
city. In the retired and sheltered habitations 
where the earliest years of life have been 
spent, they have known but few of the allure- 
ments to vice which abound in cities. Igno- 
rant of the snares which surround their path, 
and the deceptive though plausible tempta- 
tions which thickly assail them, unless some 
kind friend interpose and warn them of their 
danger, and give the proper direction to their 
pursuits, they often fall in the unequal contest. 


I trust the attention of Friends generally 
will be directed to these two excellent institu- 
tions, and that those who are blessed with 
abundant means will be disposed to lend their 
aid toward the improvement of them, espe- 
icially the reading room, which appears more 
| particularly to require it, and which has al- 
ready been the means of conferring much 
benefit on our young people, and may yet be 
productive of good to hundreds more. 

Were it more liberally endowed and che- 
rished, the managers would have it in their 
power to procure the delivery of extended 
courses of lectures, embracing a greater va- 
riety of subjects. 

The advantages of this must be obvious to 
all who have had the pleasure of witnessing 
those delivered this winter. When we con- 
sider the crowded and promiscuous assem- 
blage at the Franklin Institute, it certainly 
is not desirable that Friends’ children should 
be under the necessity of resorting there to 
procure information on the subjects they em- 
brace, and I can see no sufficient reason why 
we might not have courses on the same topics, 
equally extensive and complete at our own 
rooms, where, the company being smaller, all 
|could more readily see and hear. With the 


The youthful mind must have recreation of| hope that some abler advocate will take up 


some kind, and happy is it for those who can 
be induced to seek it in good society, or in 
literary and scientific studies. With reference 
to the description of young persons to whom 
I have alluded, the reading room has always 
appeared to me particularly valuable. Nor 
is it less calculated to be useful to the mem- 
bers of Society generally, who have occasion 
to consult works on any subject, or who wish 
to pass an hour in reading. ‘The observation 
was recently made to me by a person not a 
member, but intimately acquainted with the 
Society, that he knew of no religious body 
lenjoyed so many advantages as Friends. 
| Among these he enumerated our reading 
I have often wished the 


| rooms and library. 


two could be united, and placed in some suit- | 


able building where access could be had to 
them during a longer period of the day and 
evening than is now the case. The subject 
appears to me important, and to demand the 
serious attention of those in whose hands the 
control of them is placed. The library not 
being open in the evening, deprives many 
mechanics of the use of it, they being neces- 
sarily engaged during the day in their avoca- 
tions. On the other hand, persons frequently 
wish to have access to the library or reading 
room during the day time, and on other days 
than seventh day, for the purpose of borrow- 


not, but sought a city, whose builder is God ; }ing or consulting books which are to be found 


and now I have found it: Hallelujah in the 


there, and some of them there only. The 


this very interesting subject and press it home 
upon Friends of this favoured city, I have 
been induced to make these brief remarks, 
and subscribe myself : 


A sincere well-wisher to the Institution 
Communication 
Ohio Yearly Meeting Boarding School. 
Many of the readers of “* The Friend” are 


probably aware that our brethren of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting have been making prepara- 


But if any one will come} whose members, and especially the youth,|tions for more than a year past to open a 


boarding school «t Mount Pleasant, under the 
| supervision of a committee of that body. Af- 
| ter surmounting many difficulties, inseparable 
from such an undertaking, especially in a 
country comparatively new, a population of 
Friends pretty widely scattered, and not abun- 
dant in pecuniary resources, the perseverance 
and zeal of the committee have succeeded in 
bringing the preparatory arrangements to a 
satisfactory close. It is gratifying to us to 
learn that the school has opened under fa- 
vourable auspices, has filled up rapidly, and 
appears to be doing well. Such an institution, 
well conducted with reference to the reli- 
gious as well as literary instruction of the 
pupils, can scarcely fail, under the Divine 
blessing, to prove of lasting benefit to Friends 
in the western country, and we trust will re- 
ceive their cordial and affectionate support. 


| 
| 
































































The welfare not only of the present, but fu- 
ture generations is intimately connected with 


stances, that our receipts are given for earlier 
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volumes than those of agents for the same 


it. ‘The following notice of its commence-| payment, where a preceding payment has 


ment handed to me by a friend is forwarded 
for insertion, viz. 


MOUNT PLEASANT BOARDING SCHOOL, 


Was opened on the 23d of first month last. | 
It is under the care of a committee of men | 
and women Friends appointed by the yearly 
meeting. 

Superintendents—Daniel 
Williams. 

Teachers—R obert Holloway, Abigail Har- | 
mer, George K. Jenkins, Abby Holloway. 

The price of board and tuition was fixed 
by the last yearly meeting at $68 per annum., 
payable quarterly in advance. Books, sta- 
tionery, &c. furnished at the school on rea- 
sonable terms. The number of pupils at the 
commencement was thirty-two, and it has in- 
creased to sixty-nine, all members of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting except three, from within | 
the limits of Indiana. When we take into | 
view the difficulties attendant on putting a| 
school of this description into operation, and | 
the unfavourable season of the year at which 
this commenced, (near mid winter) its pre- 
sent condition and prospects afford encourage- 


and Elizabeth | 





|not designate the volume in their receipts, un- 


| Agents are requested always to give receipts, 


| Accounts will be forwarded to subscribers in 
| arrears, or to agents in their respective neigh- 
_ bourhoods, as soon as practicable, except where 
it has recently been done, and it is hoped | 
| that ail dues will be promptly paid. 


| gone through other hands and been longer de- 


layed. It is best therefore that agents should 


less it is certainly known that all preceding 
volumes are credited on our books, as indi- 
cated by receipts given at this office. 

Agents are earnestly requested to keep 
regular accounts of all monies received and 
remittances made; as, for want of this, in 
some instances, it has been found impossible 
to ascertain how much money belonging 
to “The Friend” remained in their hands. 


and subscribers to preserve them as vouchers. 





Respectfully, 
G. W. Taytor, 
Agent for the proprietors. 


TRACT ASSOCIATION. 


leased and to depart to “ her heavenly home,” to obtain 
“an entrance into the pearl gate, which she had a 
glimpse of, where none but those who have become 
as little children can enter,” that “she had nothing 
to trust to but the mercy of her Redeemer.” Those 
who witnessed the peace that pervaded her mind, 
have the consoling assurance that ber purified spirit 
has joined the innumerable company that stand before 
the throne, singing praises tv the Lord God and the 
Lamb. Her loss is deeply felt by survivors, but her 
memory is precious; and she being dead, yet speak- 
eth—Follow me as I have endeavoured to follow Christ, 
-—— in Burlington, N. J., 17th of Ist month last, 
Hannan E. Dutton, wile of Thomas Dutton, in the 
32d year of her age. 
on the 15th ult., aged 84, Resecca THompson, 
widow of John Thompson, for many years a well 
known and respected merchant of this city. The 
clothing of her spirit was charity, forbearance, and love 
unfeigned. To the sick and afflicted she was prompt 
to administer the oil and wine of consolation and 
relief, in accordance with the injunction, ‘ Let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth;” and 
the unassuming suavity of her manner gained the 
love and esteem of those who knew her. 
at West Chester, Pennsylvania, on the 26th 
of the 2d month Jast, Puitir Price, in the 74th year of 
his age. Our deceased Friend, beside filling other 
important stations, had been for about forty years an 








[youn and was extensively known for a number of 


years as superintendent of the boarding-schoul at West 
Town. He was a steady supporter of the testimonies 
of the Society, and during the late difficulties, which 


The Auxiliary Associations are requested | issued in the separation of a large portion of its mem- 


ment to persevere in exertion for its extended | to forward their annual reports to the sub- | 


usefulness. 
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THIRD MONTH, 18, 1837. 





Two very able and interesting documents 
have been placed on our pages of to-day, at 


the instigation of a friend whose judgment in | 


the case is an ample warrant for so doing,— 
the memorial of the Society of Friends to the 
legislature of Virginia on the subject of militia 
fines, presented in the year 1810, and a letter 
of Benjamin Bates to a member of the legis- 
lature on the same subject, and having rela- 
tion to the memorial. ‘Taken together, they 
constitute a manly, logical, and eloquent ex- 
position and defence of the grounds of Friends’ 
testimony in this respect,and are calculated to 
make a deep impression on the minds of all 
who give them a candid consideration. To 
those who have before seen them, the oppor- 
tunity of a reperusal, it is believed, will be 
acceptable, while to the majority of our read- 
ers they will probably be altogether new ; and 
the propriety of their republication at the pre- 
sent juncture will be apparent in the recollec- 
tion of the approaching convention at Harris- 
burg, called for the purpose of revising the 


|scriber, as early as practicable, in order to| 


bers, he acted with firmness in the support of its doc- 
trines and the maintenance of its discipline, whilst 
his conduct throughout was marked with Christian 


be in time for the annual meeting, which will | meekness. In his transactions amongst men, he “en- 


|occur on the 18th of 4th month next. 


Wm. Hopeson, Jr., Corresponding Clerk, | 
N. E. corner of Arch and Sixth Streets, 
Philadelphia. 

3mo. 14, 1837. 


WANTED—A young man who under- 


stands the retail Drug and Apothecary Busi- 
ness. Apply at the office of “ ‘The Friend.” 





Marriep, at Friends’ meeting-house, Abington, | 
Montgomery county, Pa., on fifth day, the 9th of 3d | 
month, Samvet S. Ricute, of Philadelphia, to Anna S., 
daughter of Charles Shoemaker, of the former place. 





Diep, on the 6th instant, of pulmonary consumption, 
after an illness of more than two months, Mary, wife 
of John Elliot, in the 56th year of her age, a member 
of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting. This dear Friend 


deavoured to keep the world under his feet,” as he 
expressed in his last illness, and the remembrance of 
his care in this respect afigrded him consolation, His 
health had appeared for some time to be impaired, yet 
he attended meetings as usual, until about two weeks 
before his decease, when he had an attack of pleurisy. 
On the second day of the week preceding his departure, 
he spoke thus tu some of his relatives assembled in his 
chamber: “ Within ten days | have felt my close to 
be near. I know not why it is; it is no merit of my 


|own; it is adorable mercy, admirable kindness and 


love, that death is not appalling. 1 hope I am not 
deceived ; but I could not feel this peace were 1 not 
confident in His armour in whom 1 have trusted all 
my life long. The natural eye can have no conception 
of the splendour of the New Jerusalein ; no outward 
palace or representation can give us any idea of it.” 
Being asked on third dey morning if he was in pain, 
he answered, “ No; pain, sorrow, and sighing, are dune 
away.” After this he revived, and seemed better; his 
physician asking him if he thought he would get well, 
| he replied, ** No, I am only waiting;” and afier a pause 
addressed his Divine Master, “ Thy servant is ready.” 





was favoured in the morning of her day with the 
heart-tendering visitations of Divine Love, and evinced 
in her daily walk much meekness and gentleness. 
Although of a delicate frame and frequently confined 
by indisposition, her love to the service of truth and 
the cause of her dear Redeemer, was manifested by a 
cheerful dedication as ability was afforded in the per- 
formance of her various religious duties. Notwith- 
standing she felt the ties of nature and affection to be 





constitution of this state. 


TO AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


It is proper to state, for the information of 
the agents for this Journal, that no accounts 


the Captain ‘of her salvation, the blessed Shepherd of 
the sheep, to bear her last illness with Christian pa- 
tience and resignation ; and in humble submission to 
the will of her Heavenly Father, to give all up into 
his hands—who having been her preserver and helper 
through life, was graciously pleased to be with her 
unto the end, sustaining and supportiag with the 





are kept here with them, except that in the 
cash entries it is noted through whom the 
money is received. The credits are made 
directly to the subscribers themselves, and 
always placed to the earliest volumes then 
due on our books ; hence it may sometimes 
occur, as has been the case in several in- 


“crook of his love.” She awaited the approach of 
death with calmness and humble confidence—say- 
ing at one time when tried with restlessness and 
pain: “It is only she body,—if there were not peace 
and quietness within, oh, what would become of me 
at such a time as this!” and at another, “ My Sa- 
vieur hath trod the path before me.” By his holy 
presence and power death was disarmed of his sting, 
and the grave of its victory ; being desirous to be re- 


On fourth day he said, “ All is peace within; ob, the 
majesty of Heaven—the blessed community.” Fifth, 
sixth, and seventh days his sufferings were alleviated, 
|! and he was able to speak with less difficulty than had 
| been previously the case. At one time he said, “* What 
}can exceed the light and joy which 1 feel;” at an- 
lother, “ This divine wisdom, it is all-sufficient. Oh, 
| do return to it, the uncreated Word from eternity.” 
He observed that it might be important for young 


strong, she was enabled, by the strength derived from | minds to be near, that they might see how a Christian 


could die. On its being remarked that he bore. his 
sufferings patiently, le said, ‘I endeavour after it: 
peace, quietness, and assurance for ever.” ‘To some 
friends who came into his room, he expressed his en- 
tire resignation to the Divine will. ‘To his descend- 
ants he enjoined it as a last request, “ That the 
should seek that sweet peace and holy quiet whic 
this world cannot give.” On first duy afternoon he 
became worse, and was evidently sinking, and a few 
minutes after eight o'clock he gently breathed his 
last. 
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